On Track Education@ Barnstaple
Dear All,

Dates for your
diary...
Spring Term 2022
Staff Training
Tuesday 4th Jan
Wednesday 5th
Jan – Friday 8th
April students in!
Half Term 18th–
27th Feb 2022

This term has been another busy one! Our team have continued to pull together during this challenging time where COVID cases have risen to continue to offer a curriculum with balance and breadth.
We have welcomed our new cook Pamela Leighton, who has been providing hot
meals and play therapist, Kirsty Budd who has already met a number of our students.
Students have been busy constructing a BBQ and staff have been busy creating improved libraries on each site with a wider range of books to appeal to a greater audience. Work experience opportunities are already underway this term with four students enjoying placements. These experiences will form part of their transition into a
and will help them in their preparation for adulthood.
Most of our newest students have now settled in well with many building relationships with staff and peers and some good academic learning achieved. At Forest
school students have enjoyed outdoor cookery and have been working in small groups
which has been positive in building social skills.
This half term some of our students have enjoyed enrichment trips to include roller
skating, a cinema trip and a theatre visit. During these visits students have the opportunity to plan a timetable, work out budgets and develop
social skills. With our new larger vehicle students have
been able to plan trips together which they have enjoyed.
Sadly we say goodbye to some well loved staff this term,
we thank them for the hard work and commitment they
have shown at On Track and wish them well for the future.

Lucy & Mark
Attendance
We are continuing to work with parents, carers and the
Local Authority to ensure that our students are in school
when they should be. Good attendance is crucial to
achievement, and we all want our children to achieve their best and reach their potential.
If your son or daughter is regularly absent we will discuss with you any issues that
may be preventing regular attendance, and then decide how we can move things forward.

Exam Successes
What an amazing start to the new academic year. Our students
have been and are currently sitting many tests and exams. Even
though we are just coming out of a second Lockdown our students continue to achieve.

Community

P a g e

Other than the community links we are building
through British values lessons and our Eco School
status, some of our art students have made Eco
friendly Poppy Badges, raising just over £62 for Remembrance in November.
Stop, Drop and Read—Students and staff have been
really driving reading sessions forward in school for all
with planned sessions available in each session
in the school day.

Please let us know as soon as possible on 01271 372269 if your child is not going to
be in school—please leave us a message if nobody is available to answer the telephone.

PSHE at On Track
We are proud to have fully launched PSHE as an evolution from the Key
Worker Topic this term. The students have carefully thought about and contributed to discussions about topics such as Smoking, friendships, contraception, consent and spending money. As we continue to listen to the students' needs we are more and more able to carefully craft the curriculum in a
manner that helps to perape each individual as they journey to adulthood. To
draw a lot of this work together and to understand more about the way the
world works we all engaged together in a French themed cultural week
which saw the students eating croissants, crushing grapes and building an
Eiffel Tower - out of Marshmallows of course!
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Thrive at On Track Barnstaple
Thrive continues to be at the heart of all we do. Our approach meets our students'
needs where they are in that moment.
This half term we have focussed on Sensory activities and mindfulness and being in the
moment.
As a trauma informed school, staff have also completed workshops
with our educational psychologist Lyndsey Blair. Lyndsey also continues to offer well being support to our students where this has been
useful for many. Three new thrive practitioners are making good progress in their training and this has resulted in thrive rooms and resources being developed on each site.

Work Experience

Contact

As December draws closer you might be forgiven for
thinking about pulling the curtains and staying warm.
To some people a cup of hot chocolate and a mince pie
is better than a cup of tea and a sandwich while knee
deep in mud but this is exactly the way Brodie preferred to spend his December work experience. Over
the last three Fridays we have been helping on various
building projects around North Devon ranging from
logging to laying pathways and drives to building retaining walls and laying footings.

On Track Education,
Narita House
Fishleigh Road
Barnstaple
EX31 3UD

16A Castle Park
Road
Whiddon Valley
Barnstaple
EX32 8PA
Saunders House,
Northam,
Bideford
EX39 1AB

Brodie has had the
opportunity to see
building projects at
different stages and learn many of the basic construction skills. This has also been an opportunity to
see the challenges of time management, numeracy in
the workplace and communicating with others. Brodie has shown great maturity in all these areas and
has great promise as a builder or construction engineer. Building block walls

01271 372269
barnstaple@ontrackeducation.
com
www.ontrackeducation.com

Key Contacts

Jane Cox...Director and Head of
Education
Lucy Basey-Fisher & Mark Foden Co Head
Teachers
Maria Roberts...Deputy Head teacher

Contact us on 01271 372269

Vaccination sessions
All On Track students are eligible for the Flu Vaccination up to age
18. Community Clinics have been organised across Devon, for
children that have missed their school Flu vaccination date or do
not attend school. Please call our dedicated telephone line0300
247 0082 to book your child’s clinic appointment.

Important!

All parents wishing to book a slot at one of the flu clinics will need
to complete a consent form online at the following address
link: https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2019/devon

The Spring term starts for students on Wednesday 5th January
2022. The term dates for the year
are available on our website.

The school nurse team is also offering the following Vaccination
clinics—please contact your student’s key
worker to arrange an in school appointment.

