On Track Education Totnes
Dear All,
The end of a busy term with everybody looking forward to the Christmas break!
The autumn term always involves a lot of fund-raising and charity awareness. Recently we
got involved for Children in Need. Plenty of cakes were baked, sold and eaten! We raised
over a hundred pounds, - our best ever total! One student (JL) raised £40.00 and another
student CSa) raised £30.00! Very well done to them both!

Inside...
Visit to Marketplace Ministries
Student Report
on Soundart
Radio
Visit from
‘Harry and
Chris’
Attendance
Matters!
Safeguarding
note

Student

2

This term at Yarner, one of the groups have been learning about the Victorians and have
looked at the various inventions that happened during the Victorian period and the impact
they have had on our modern way of life. They have also spent a lot of time studying ‘The
3 Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’. The other Nurture group visited the Freedom
Centre in Totnes. (See report on page 2) In addition to this, the Enterprise group (consisting
of students from both Nurture groups) researched and created edible gifts and craft
products which they then sold on a stall outside St. Mary’s Church in Totnes making over
3 £110. The proceeds raised went to the Freedom Centre.
The primary class have been using the ‘Zu3D’ program to help them make some ‘stop
animation’ stories that they created themselves. Using Lego, clay and paper to make their
characters, the class recorded the individual frames and then put them together to form a
4
short film animation. Next term, they will be moving onto the theme of ‘Natural Disasters’,
making use of the newly acquired Weather Station to record all sorts of weather related
data.
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4 Despite the bitter cold, the Intervention team have been out and
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Lessons have also been delivered to raise awareness of International Peace Day and World
Aids Day, opportunities to remind students that they are part of a global community and to
promote and remind students of sexual health. NHS resources were used during Stoptober
to remind students why they shouldn’t smoke, and how they can be supported if they wish
to stop.
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about engaging our young people in lots of activities to boost self
esteem and confidence. The recent snow brought a whole new
level of excitement, with some students having never seen it
before, let alone having made a snowman. The students get so
much out of these types of play activities and really enjoy the fun
that it brings. It is in these moments that we feel huge progress is made with social and
emotional difficulties- that children can be children and forget the problems that they face,
and that makes our work so very rewarding.
Wishing you all a very safe and happy Christmas
Julie Dixon-Higgins,

Simon Wood

Headteacher

Deputy Headteacher

Rachel Foot
Intervention Manager
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Visit to Marketplace Ministries—Freedom Centre
As part of our “Harvest” topic, we asked if the pupils and staff from On
Track could bring in cans, dried goods, items of clothing and other nonperishable items to place in a box to donate to the local foodbank and
drop in Centre in Totnes. The response was overwhelming and when
we went to the Marketplace Ministries Centre on Wednesday 8th
November, we took with us over 6 boxes, bin bags and carrier bags full
of donations- it was a huge achievement!
The other reason for our visit was to find out more about the work of
The Freedom Centre as this is the charity that we will be raising money
for through our Enterprise stalls this year. .
Bonita Curtis, the manager of the Centre, who is herself a teacher, explained that everyone who works for the
centre does so voluntarily. The team of dedicated people ,provide a vital life-line to those who are struggling with
homelessness, addiction, debt and mental health issues.
The enterprise group asked questions about the services and were able to see for themselves how the foodbank
and clothing service works. Bonita referred to many people and small community groups who help the charity
through donations of anything at all- from clothes to furniture. She said that anything and everything can be used
in some way.
The visit highlighted the importance of the community coming together to help each other and looking after
those in need. Report by: Rebecca Robinson—Nurture group Teacher, Yarner

MY TIME AT SOUNDART RADIO
I started Soundart Radio about a year ago, when it was recommended to me by one of the teachers here at On
Track. I’ve always had an interest in media so when I first heard of Soundart I was really excited to try it out.
Soundart is a community run radio station on the Dartington Hall estate. It was set up in 2006 as a student radio
for the now defunct Dartington College of Arts. It became a fully-licensed station in 2009. It was created for the
purpose of people being allowed to make their own radio show, and that is exactly what happened to me.
I first started by doing a 15 minute slot in-between the ‘Molehead’ Show and the ‘Gravelly Road’ .This was on a
Thursday afternoon between 2 and 2:15.pm. I gradually worked my way up to having my own slot on the same
day from 1pm – 2pm with my show, ‘Sam’s 80s and 90s Hour’
I was inspired to make my show based on these two decades because most of my favourite songs are from this
time period and I wanted to share me and my family’s taste in music with the community. I produce the show
myself and have been taught (along with teaching myself) how to use the DJ Decks to record and broadcast the
show.
Thanks to Soundart, I am working towards an Art ‘s Award qualification by hopefully producing a song based on
mental health (something that is very close to me) and in the future, maybe an album.
Overall, Soundart Radio is easily one of the best decisions I have ever made. My show is growing in popularity, and
I really enjoy it. It has also inspired me to take up a career in music by hopefully becoming a radio DJ and/or Artist.
If you want to check out my show, here is the link to the website where you can hear most of my past shows:
https://www.mixcloud.com/MM12/ or tune in live on Soundart Radio 102.5fm or Online at:
http://www.soundartradio.org.uk/ from 1pm till 2pm on Thursday Afternoons .
Report by: Student SB
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Visit from ‘Harry and Chris’
On the 10th November, Harry and Chris came to Yarner to perform. Harry
is a Performance Poet and Chris is a Jazz Musician. They have performed
all around the world. The show was cool, crazy, original, hilarious and the
songs were so funny. It was an excellent morning with lots of laughs.
One of our favourite songs was ‘I’m a Flippin’ Ten ‘ which is a song about
believing in yourself. We also liked the ‘End of the World song’ which they
sang on Russell Howard’s show. ‘Let’s all Play Monopoly’ was a parody of
One Direction’s ‘What Makes You Beautiful’. Harry and Chris got the
audience singing along to the chorus. Harry freestyled too - they asked
everyone what they wanted him to say and then freestyled it into the
song. We then had a go at making up our own songs and Chris played
music to them.
We were lucky to see Harry and Chris ,who are on tour, and we would
love them to visit us again.
Report by: students SG, JL and SS

A reminder that students with less than 91% attendance at school are considered a
"persistent" absentee. Your child’s attendance is important —missed days impact on their
learning and can significantly affect their attainment and future life chances.
We want to continue working together to ensure the best possible attendance for all of our
students. Congratulations to all of our students who have achieved gift vouchers and/or
certificates for their attendance this term. Well done!

At the end of each term we reward good attendance in the following ways:
98% -100% attendance = Gold Award certificate and £10.00 gift voucher
95%-97% attendance = Silver Award Certificate
91%-94% = Bronze Award Certificate
Most Improved Attendance for the term = Certificate and £5.00 voucher
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STUDENT ABSENCE
SAFEGUARDING

If you know your child will not
be attending school, please
contact us as soon as possible.
Some staff set off early and
make long journeys in order to
pick up their student for
Outreach/Intervention
sessions.

If your child absconds from the
school site during school hours
or does not return on time
following morning break or
lunchtime break, we have an
obligation to notify, not only
parents, but other services,
Including the police.

Monday 15th January:

Key Contacts

Maths Functional Skills

Jane Cox… Director

Tuesday 16th January:

Julie Dixon-Higgins … Head Teacher

English Functional Skills

Simon Wood… Deputy Head Teacher/Manager of Yarner

Further information will be
sent early next term.

Rachel Foot … Intervention Services Manager
Ruth Bentley...Office Manager, Exams Officer, Attendance and
Careers
Kay Westlake… Office Administrator

E-Mail: totnes@ontrackeducationservices.com

Back to school
on:

Website: www.ontrackeducationservices.com
Address:

Wednesday

On Track Education Services
Parragon Building
Ford Road
Totnes
TQ9 5LQ

3rd January
2018

Contact us on 01803 866462
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