On Track Education
Dear All,
When I last wrote to you in December, a number of our students had taken
a reading exam in November as part of their English qualification. When
the results arrived last month, fourteen out of seventeen students had
passed the English exam, and We are all very proud of their success and
hope for similar good news when we receive the results of the writing exam that was
taken in January.
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Attendance remains a key area of focus. Well done to the 60% of our
students who achieved over 91% last term. Attendance is improving
but we want all of our children to be above 91%. Please see page 3 for
more information.
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Attendance
Matters!
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Information

We have said sad goodbyes to two long-standing members of On Track. Jack Kellett,
our Art teacher, is leaving us to travel and have fun in the sun in Spain! Jack has taught
at On Track for twelve years and was one of the founding members of staff when the Centre opened. Paul Sweeney our lead maths
teacher has taught at On Track for eight years and is leaving us to
pursue artistic projects.
Both members of staff will be very sadly missed. We thank them for
all their
wonderful work with our young people and wish them
all the very best for the future.
At the same time as saying goodbye, we have welcomed on board Martin Brown who will take over from Paul and lead maths. We have also
welcomed Hazel Coxon who will take over from Jack and deliver Art.
Simon Wood will also be joining us after the half-term break as Deputy
Head of Centre. Simon will be based at Yarner, Dartington as he will also oversee the
staff and students there. We are very pleased to have them on board and know that
they will do an excellent job.
We will see everybody back in school on Monday February 20th..
Julie Dixon-Higgins

Head of Centre
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NEWS FROM BARNSTAPLE, NORTH DEVON
The Barnstaple Centre has been a busy place again this half term, with more students and
staff joining us and our range of subjects provided expanding. The students have really
stepped up to the mark and have been working on their Functional Skills exam preparation
as well as finishing off their vocational courses ready for assessment in the Spring. They
have adapted well to having new students and staff as part of the team and have shown
that they can support each other when things are not going well. The students who have
been here longer have been really mature in the way they have helped the new students to
become part of the Centre, and are showing that they understand they are on the same
team as the staff. We are very proud of them!
The Centre's attendance has been higher than ever at an average of 95% and there are six
students with 100% attendance this term so far. We have developed an outdoor curriculum
involving fishing, horse-riding and cycling, outdoor stove cooking which is really appreciated
by the students and it is helping them develop independence and confidence. The students
really enjoyed their trip to the pantomime before Christmas and we are looking forward to
more theatre trips in the future. Jon Lisle—Head of Centre

NEWS FROM YARNER, DARTINGTON

NEWS FROM WOODLANDS, DARTINGTON
January, post Christmas, is traditionally thought of as
a long and dark month but despite the cold mornings
things have been very busy and positive for our
Intervention team.
We have seen some new faces in terms of both
students and staff. Recent recruitment has resulted
in us taking on some very experienced staff members
and ensuring that our young people are supported
and prepared for the remainder of the school year.
Intervention activities take a very different turn in
January- with some chasing the snow and ice and
some doing everything they can to avoid it! Our
keen birdwatchers, who took part in the birdwatch
weekend, were overjoyed to see a Woodpecker in
our midst- a sure sign that Spring may be around the
corner.
Some of the other activities that our young people
have taken part in this half-term include:
Cannons at Crownhill, Merrivale Stone Circles to tie
in with History lessons at Yarner, Source to Sea day,
Exeter Museum, Living Coasts, walking a disused
railway track finding evidence of previous use, den
building and bulb planting in preparation for Spring.
Rachel Foot—Intervention Manager

Our primary students have been looking at music
through the ages. They have also celebrated
Chinese New Year by designing willow pattern
tiles, cooking Chinese food and learning numbers
one to ten in Chinese! The students have also
written recipes to use to make their own food,
have learnt about co-ordinates, graphs and venn
diagrams in maths and have produced art in the
style of Andy Warhol. They have ben very busy!
The secondary students have been working on
considering empathy by looking at the plight of young
people in countries like South Sudan, doing work related
to Martin Luther-King and work on Holocaust Memorial
day. On a lighter note they celebrated A.A. Milne’s
birthday and looked at how different life was for children
when Christopher-Robin was growing up. The students
have completed maths units that go towards a maths
qualification and have cooked and served healthy
lunches to the rest of the group. The secondary groups
also learnt about Chinese New Year and discovered what
animal sign they are. They also used a feather quill and
black ink to write their names in Chinese!

Rebecca Robinson (secondary teacher) and
Amanda Peter ((primary teacher)

P a

We are continuing to work with parents/carers and the Local Authority to ensure that our students
are in school when they should be. Good attendance is crucial to achievement, and we all want our
children to achieve their best and reach their potential.
If your son/daughter is off sick for ten consecutive days we have a duty to report this to the Local
Authority. When there is extended absence through illness we also require medical evidence such as a
note from your GP.
If your son/daughter is regularly absent we will arrange a meeting with you to discuss any issues that
may be preventing regular attendance ,and discuss how we can move things forward.
Please let us know as soon as possible on 01803 866462 if your child is not going to be in school—
please leave a message if nobody is available to answer the telephone.
At the end of each term we reward good attendance in the following ways:
98% -100% attendance = Gold Award certificate and £10.00 gift voucher
95%-97% attendance = Silver Award Certificate
91%-94% = Bronze Award Certificate
Most Improved Attendance for the term = Certificate and £5.00 voucher

Tel:01803866462
E-Mail:
totnes@ontrackeducationservices.com
Website:
www.ontrackeducationservices.com
On Track Education Services
Parragon Building
Ford Road
Totnes
TQ9 5LQ
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Tuition

Training

Accreditation

Resources

Support

Key Contacts
Jane Cox...Director and Head of Education
Julie Dixon-Higgins...Head of Centre, Totnes

Back to school
on:

Jon Lisle...Head of Centre, Barnstaple

Monday

Rob Godwin...Curriculum Manager

FEBRUARY 20th

Rachel Foot ...Intervention Services Manager
Ruth Bentley...Administration, Attendance, and Careers
Adviser

Contact us on 01803 866462

Important!
Please ensure that
we have up-to -date
contact details for
you.

