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December 2021
Headteacher’s update

Dear Parents/ Carers,
It has been a great autumn term where we have seen new faces join our small team both staff
and students. The new students have settled in really well and although space has been tight
we have managed to accommodate everyone and continued with our learning and other activities. We have employed two new teachers and 5 learning support assistants.
As you all know COVID has not gone away and unfortunately we are seeing the new variant
cases rise extremely quickly. We are hoping that it will not affect us but we cannot be sure.
We still have the COVID risk assessment and we will update you if there are any changes or restrictions we have to put in place. Although we visited the Eden project , we felt the pantomime was too much of a risk as we want all our children and parents to have as safe a Christmas as possible.
We have had a busy term with the new forest school site, the introduction of Read Write Inc
(phonics) intervention and a new curriculum. We also applied to be our own school at West
Yarner rather than be part of the Totnes school. Our application was successful in November
this year and we are planning to start the process in the New Year. Although some might be be
wary of OFSTED, it was good experience to make sure that we are ready and able to meet the
high standards of becoming our own school. We will still work closely with the intervention
team to ensure that , as always, we have the interests of the children at the forefront of everything we do.
E safety is a massive area and we can only ensure young people’s safety with your help. Please
read the enclosed leaflets to find more information about social
media. Many thanks.
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Simon
Headteacher.

Trips and Visits
Year 8 Beach clean
In the second part of the term, the
Year 8s went on a beach clean at Broadsands beach Paignton.
The class had seen the YouTuber Mr Beast cleaning beaches
and wanted to help. We went one morning armed with bags,
gloves and litter pickers. We found numerous different items
including lots of cigarette butts, facemasks and even a gas canister! At the end of the beach clean we made sure that the
items were disposed of in an appropriate way.

Eden Project trip
On Tuesday the 7th of December, all of the primary children, got on the minibus for a day out at
the Eden Project, near St Austell, in Cornwall. It took a very long time, as the weather was horrendous. The children on the bus were singing random songs to make it seem quicker. When we
finally arrived at the Eden Project, we went straight to the ice skating rink. We were the only
ones there, so the ice was empty. We took our shoes off, and handed them to a man, who traded with us for a pair of skates. It was like a shoe version of a Bush Tucker trial. We all managed
to skate around the ice, a few of us fell over, but managed to get up and try again. It was great
fun.
Next we went down to the picnic tables to have lunch. After we had finished lunch, we visited
the Rainforest Bio dome. We had a ton of fun, exploring the plants and waterfalls. There were
lots of interesting things to explore, like the wobbly bridge and cocoa trees. When we finished,
we went to the Infinity Blue. There was a smoke ring machine, we all
had great fun trying to catch the smoke hoops. We explored some
more and when we went down a corridor we found a seed, made
from granite. It looked like an egg. Soon it was time to leave and so we
walked back up the hill, got back onto the minibus and returned to
Yarner. We loved our trip!

by OG

Forest School Development
This term we started to use our new forest school site at Burchetts wood.
Lisa, our forest school tutor, has spent a lot of time
and effort, with the help of the children to build a
fantastic new site just outside of Buckfastleigh.
It has a small barn for those times of inclement
weather, a woodland that has been made safe, pastures with a small stream and a marshy nature reserve.

We encourage all the children to attend so
they can experience nature walks, forest
skills and outdoor cooking. At the moment

the woodland is bare and the wildlife is slightly
lacking. As we move into the spring and summer
and the spaces are developed it will be a fantastic
area for not only forest school but sports and other
activities linked to science and geography.

Anti-bullying week
It took place from the 15th to the 19th November 2021 and had
the theme One Kind Word. The week began with Odd Socks Day
which was supported by CBBC and CBeebies star Andy Day and his
band Andy and the Odd Socks. Kindness is more important today
than it has ever been. The isolation of the last year has underlined how little acts of consideration can break down barriers and brighten the lives of the people around us. This is one of
the reasons, that ‘One Kind Word’ was chosen as the theme of Anti-Bullying Week .
During the Anti– bullying week the children made paper chains with kind words and phrases
to decorate the common room. In Key Stage 4, we marked the anniversary of Freddie Mercury’s death by looking at how we can stamp out the stigma and prejudice associated with HIV
and AIDS for worlds AIDS day.

Staff and pupils gave very generously to “without borders”- the
refugee charity for our harvest appeal. A KS4 student ran a cake
stall for the Macmillan Coffee morning appeal which raised over
£100! Our kind pupils are now collecting gifts once again during
their intervention time to give to the Christmas gift appeal from
the Salvation Army- giving a gift for those young people who will
not have one on Christmas Day. Well done everyone and keep going with kind words and
deeds!

School council
We have re-formed the school council at Yarner
this term. Student voice is such an important
part of Yarner and we have reps from each class. This term our
council discussed break times, charity events and given feedback
from their classes about ideas for new games school uniform and
ideas for trips. Being able to sit in a meeting, follow and agenda and
contribute is such an important life skill - our reps have made a
great start!

Key Dates for your Dairies
4th January—World Braille Day
30th January—6th February—National story Telling week
8th February—Safer Internet Day
21st February—6th March—Fair Trade Fortnight
2nd March—Shrove Tuesday
12 th March—World Maths Day

SPRING TERM
Wednesday 5th January - Friday 18th February 2022
Half term: Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February 2022
Monday 28th February - Friday 8th April 2022

SUMMER TERM
Tuesday 26th April - Friday 27th May 2022
Bank Holiday: Monday 2nd May 2022
Half term Holidays - Monday 30th April - Friday 3rd June
Monday 6th June—Friday 25th July

Coronavirus (COVID-19)
You are all aware about the new variant of COVID 19 - Omicron and the challenges all the
schools are facing to keep their sites open. We take every precaution to keep our children
and the staff safe while on site and in the community. Unfortunately, the daily statistics
shows that the Covid cases are rising and we may not be in a position to have all the children on site due to the staff shortages. Hopefully, this will not be the case and we will work
as usual. We will keep you informed about any changes to your child’s attendance. We
hope you and your families are all keeping well over this festive period and are looking forward to see everybody back on the 5th of January’22.
Please could you test your child and yourself twice before they return to school. ( 2nd and
4th of January)
Thank you for you understanding and cooperation

DfE coronavirus helpline—Telephone 0800 046 8687
If you have a query about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to schools and other educational establishments, and children's social care, in England contact our helpline.
Opening times
Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm
Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm
NHS https://www.england.nhs.uk/contact-us/

SAFEGUARDING CONCERNS
Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub Devon:
0345 155 1071 email mashsecure@devon.gov.uk
Torbay Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub:
01803 208100 email mash@torbay.gov.uk
Out of hours please call:
0300 4564 876
Multi Agency Referral Unit Cornwall:
0300 123 1116 email multiagencyreferralunit@cornwall.gov.uk

Simon Wood - 07580412890
Yessenia Norgate 07535311761

Rachel Foot - 07580792583

